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BRITISH TUNNELLING SOCIETY 

Inconjunction With United Kingdom Society for Trenchless Technology (UKSTT)
DEBATE

Thursday 21st June 2001 at 5.30 PM

at 

The Institution of Civil Engineers, 

One Great George St, Westminster London SW1P 3AA
The motion is:   ‘This house believes that the mandatory use of minimum disruption methods such as trenchless technology in urban areas, like London, will reduce congestion and be of benefit to all.’

Introduced by 

Speakers for the motion:

· James Thomson, Jason Consultants (UKSTT)

· Richard Fraser, ARM Services Ltd (UKSTT)
Speakers against the motion:

· Tony Smee, McNicholas Construction Ltd

· Ken Bainbridge, JCB Sales.
The issue of traffic disruption in major conurbations such as London has in recent years become a major public and political issue. Who should pay for the disruption caused by trenching along streets?  At present it is absorbed by the motorist or his/her company.  Using trenchless technology will initially cost the utility provider more, which inevitably will result in increased cost in services and rates, but is this fairer than placing the burden directly on the motorist.
 Trenchless technology is widely available and improvements in techniques have made the application of  these techniques more appropriate in urban areas.  Should not local authorities grasp this opportunity to reduce congestion by using minimum disruption techniques such as trenchless technology?  There are efforts being made to curb the amount of time, streets are opened-up by using ‘lane rental’ schemes with significant penalties for overrunning.  Will this result in the greater emphasis being put on trenchless where no ‘lane rental’ is required.
Trenching through the already congested streets of London is an ‘art’ practised by well know names in the industry and they make money at it. Also the providers of trenching equipment, who employ a significant workforce, have a vested interest in providing machines to keep people trenching at greater rates than ever before. This also reduces congestion but maintains the ‘status quo’. 

Who is right and do we need some form of regulation?
((((((((((((((((((((((((
Tea and biscuits will be available at 5.00 p.m.  

A licensed bar will be open from 5.30 p.m. onwards

In case of any query please contact The Secretary, BTS at 020 7665 2233 or e-mail: bts@ice.org.uk
http://www.britishtunnelling.org
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