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British Tunnelling Society

INFORMAL DISCUSSION

Thursday 21st November 2002 at 5.30 PM

at

The Institution of Civil Engineers,

One Great George St, Westminster London SW1P 3AA

BTS Lecture ‘Competence in the Tunnelling Industry’

Introduced by

Bob Ibell, London Bridge Associates

Prof Barry G. Clarke, Department of Civil Engineering, University of Newcastle

Dr Doug Allenby, Edmund Nuttall Ltd

Peter Jewell, Brown and Root

THIS IS A ‘DRY’ SUBJECT BUT ONE OF VITAL IMPORTANCE TO OUR INDUSTRY
Some years ago it was recognised that we did not have a qualification system for our workforce although we knew the need for a skilled tunnellers. The NVQ for Tunnelling Operations was therefore developed in anticipation of the day when we would need to demonstrate competence. Bob Ibell, who has been involved in the Tunnelling NVQs from the outset, will explain the work that has been done to date, what the NVQ comprises, how it is achieved, why the Industry has rejected ‘Grandfather rights’ and what is currently in progress to qualify our workforce.

Newcastle University and Edmund Nuttall Ltd have developed an integrated approach to train students in the principles of shaft sinking and tunnelling using actual tender and construction information. This is in response to our Industry’s needs, and the Institution of Civil Engineers who desire to see engineering taught in a holistic, multidisciplinary way. Design now covers the themes of conceptual design, economics, buildability, health and safety, as well as the discipline topics such as Geotechnical Engineering.

The BTS sponsors Tunnelling Courses, but do these courses meet the needs of the Tunnelling Industry? Findings of the recent BTS Training and Education Questionnaire indicate that there is some way to go. The presentation will conclude with an overview of training opportunities for BTS members and others in the Tunnelling Industry, and examine how best the Industry can respond to the challenge.
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Tea and biscuits will be available at 5.00 p.m.

A licensed bar will be open from 5.30 p.m. onwards

In case of any query please contact The Secretary, BTS at 020 7665 2233 or e-mail: bts@ice.org.uk
http://www.britishtunnelling.org 
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