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BRITISH TUNNELLING SOCIETY

THURSDAY 20th May 2004 at 6:00pm

at

The Institution of Civil Engineers

One Great George Street, Westminster, London SW1P 3AA

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

followed by
chipping Sodbury Tunnel Flooding

- A different approach to understanding a difficult problem.

Presented by:

David Mather – External Development Manager – Network Rail

Jack Knight - Technical Director – Charles Haswell and Partners
Rania Gideon – Project Engineer – Charles Haswell and Partners 

Bill Burton – Consultant Hydrologist – Charles Haswell and Partners

Open to rail traffic in 1902 Chipping Sodbury Tunnel has suffered vary degrees of flooding over the last 100 years. Constructed through a major Cotswold aquifer the tunnel cuts through major water conduits and springs that react in varying degrees to rainfall, with as much as 2.5 cumecs of water inflow being recorded at one known ‘Spring’ point in the tunnel.   Flooding in the tunnel means diverted trains and disruption to already busy alternative routes.

The complicated geology and hydrogeology, the importance of the railway line, the difficulty of access and the ecological and environmental considerations of the area, all acted to constrain the possible understanding of why the tunnel floods and what could be done to solve the problem.  This paper describes an unusual approach to understanding the problem and describes some of the possible solutions that have been identified.
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Tea and biscuits will be available at 5:30pm

In case of any query please contact The Secretary, BTS

At  020 7665 2233 or e-mail: bts@ice.org.uk or visit http://www.britishtunnelling.org
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

www.britishtunnelling.org for details of Annual Dinner 7 May 2004 &  March Newsletter
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