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BRITISH TUNNELLING SOCIETY

             INFORMAL DISCUSSION

THURSDAY 8 December 2005 at 6.00 pm

at

The Institution of Civil Engineers

One Great George Street, Westminster, London SW1P 3AA

Design and Construction of 

Additional Emergency Escapes for the

 Mersey Queensway Road Tunnel

Presented by

	Peter Arch
	Mersey Tunnels

	Frank Rogers
	Amco-Donelon

	Tony Rock
	Mott MacDonald


The Mersey Queensway tunnel is a 4 lane bi-directional road tunnel connecting Liverpool to Birkenhead beneath the River Mersey. The tunnel was opened in 1934 and cost at that time some £8M equivalent to-day to £500M. 

In 2002 Mersey Tunnels appointed Mott MacDonald to examine possible options for enhancing emergency egress. This followed the high profile fires in the Mont Blanc and St Gotthard road tunnels along with a report by the Allgemeiner Deutscher Automobil Club (ADAC), which investigated the safety levels in European road tunnels including Mersey Queensway. In 2004 construction contractor Amco-Donelon were selected to upgrade the tunnel in accordance with the design prepared by Mott MacDonald and now in Autumn 2005 the upgrade is complete.

The Owner, Designer and Constructor will describe; the design development, procurement and construction processes including consultation with RADAR (Royal Association for Disability and Rehabilitation), construction of full scale mock-ups, procurement of Contractor, construction with minimum impact on travelling public, design and construction within the constraints of an existing venerable facility. The refuge structures, new innovations designed to promote self rescue such as directional sound beacons, LED direction indicators, 2 way communication and systems generally designed to reassure stressed passengers will be illustrated.

*******************************************
Tea and biscuits will be available at 5:30pm

In case of any query please 

contact The Secretary, BTS tel: 020 7665 2233 or e-mail: bts@ice.org.uk 

or visit http://www.britishtunnelling.org 
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