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                     Joint

    BRITISH TUNNELLING SOCIETY

And MINSOUTH 

INFORMAL DISCUSSION

THURSDAY 17 February 2005 at 6:00pm

at

The Institution of Civil Engineers

One Great George Street, Westminster, London SW1P 3AA

Tabas – iran’s first fully mechanised coal mine

Presented by: David Smith – Irasco srl 

The talk will describe the project, some of the problems and the work that is currently underway on this new, technically challenging and nationally important mining development in Iran, which is being undertaken by a Joint Venture of IRITEC/IRASCO on behalf of state organisation, IMPASCO. Some comparisons will also be drawn between the technology being deployed in the new mine and the traditional mining techniques and technology currently in use in the Iranian coal industry.

The Tabas Coal Mine Project involves the detailed design, mine development, procurement, installation and commissioning of equipment from a “green-field” of the first fully mechanised longwall coal mine to be opened in Iran. Having completed the detailed engineering for the mine and the foreign procurement of the new mining equipment, the construction of the Tabas No. 1 Mine is currently underway.

David JF Smith CEng, MIMMM: Principal Mining Consultant IRASCO s.r.l.
David is a Chartered Mining Engineer with over 25 years of experience in both the mining and tunnelling industries in the UK and overseas. Since joining the industry from university in 1978, David spent nearly 21 years working with Cementation Skanska (formerly known as Cementation Mining). In his time with the company he was involved in most aspects of underground activities; working on, or running underground mine development, shaft sinking and tunnelling projects in several countries including UK, Ireland, South Africa, France and Iran. 

David has also worked for the IMC Group as a senior mining consultant. During this period, he carried out mining consultancy assignments in UK, France Spain, India and Russia. For the last four years he has been involved with and running the Tabas Coal Mine Project, first for Cementation Skanska and now, after the withdrawal of Cementation, with IRASCO, the former client of Cementation. He is now the Principal Consultant for IRASCO for this nationally important mining project in Iran and is tasked with developing a longer-term presence for the company in this developing new market.

******************************************* 

Tea and biscuits will be available at 5:30pm In case of any query please contact The Secretary, BTS

At  020 7665 2233 or e-mail: bts@ice.org.uk or visit http://www.britishtunnelling.org or www.minsouth.org.uk
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