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BRITISH TUNNELLING SOCIETY

INFORMAL DISCUSSION

THURSDAY 17th November 2005 at 6:00pm

at

The Institution of Civil Engineers

One Great George Street, Westminster, London SW1P 3AA

Victorian Railway Tunnels

Presented by:
Jack Knight – Consultant - Scott Wilson 
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Victorian railway tunnels have been around since the Manchester to Liverpool railway line opened in 1830 and remain a vitally important part of the railway infrastructure of this country carrying around 2.75 million passengers every day.  With only limited technical expertise, basic methods of analysis and relatively poorly understood construction materials, how did the Victorians build them to last so long?  

Canal tunnel builders in the 1770’s did provide much of the early tunnelling expertise, forced by almost impassible cart tracks to provide a transport system that fuelled the Industrial Revolution by taking raw materials and returning with finished goods, quickly and safely to virtually anywhere in the country. 

How are these even earlier tunnels surviving and still supporting a multi-million pound leisure industry?  It is hoped that tonight’s discussion may reveal some of the answers. 

******************************************* 

Tea and biscuits will be available at 5:30pm

In case of any query please contact The Secretary, BTS

At  020 7665 2233 or e-mail: bts@ice.org.uk or visit http://www.britishtunnelling.org
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