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BRITISH TUNNELLING SOCIETY

INFORMAL DISCUSSION

Thursday 21st September 2006 at 6.00pm
at

The Institution of Civil Engineers

One Great George Street, Westminster, London SW1P 3AA

The Tunnel Operators’ Association and the Issues which are Important to Tunnel Operators

Presented by:
John Gillard
General Manager Mersey Tunnels and Founding Chairman of The Tunnel Operators’ Association

A UK Tunnel Operators’ Forum was inaugurated in 1996 and is an informal networking group which meets every 6 months, to review safety standards, technology, legislation and research within the field of road tunnel operation and maintenance and to promote best practice.

From an initial group of about 20 operator representatives attendance has grown to about 100, a mixture of operators, consultants, contractors, equipment manufacturers and suppliers.

In 2004, the core of operators recognised the need for an exclusive group to deal formally with key issues such as harmonisation of standards, staff training and accreditation and the like.  In October 2005 the principles and draft terms of reference for a Tunnel Operators Association were agreed followed by membership and constitutional details in April 2006.  A small committee of 5 was appointed to complete the formation of the Association by October 2006 under the Chairmanship of John Gillard.

The presentation will begin with an outline in more detail of the history of the Forum and the Aims, Objectives and Terms of Reference of the fledgling Association.

This will be followed by an outline of the issues, which have to be faced by tunnel operators, in operation, in routine maintenance and in major repair, replacement/ refurbishment and improvement.

*******************************************
Tea and biscuits will be available at 5:30pm

In case of any query please 

contact The Secretary, BTS tel: 020 7665 2233 or e-mail: bts@britishtunnelling.org
or visit http://www.britishtunnelling.org 
