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INTRODUCTION

The first two major contracts for Section 2 of the Channel Tunnel Rail Link were awarded, as planned, on 19th January 2001. The contracts, totaling £235m, mean that the construction of the final phase of the high speed link into St Pancras will begin on schedule in July 2001, with the entire project on course for completion in 2007.

Contract 230 for the construction of the 1km long 'Stratford Box' has been awarded to Skanska Construction (UK) Ltd for an approximate contract value of £105m.

Contract 320 for the construction of the 3.6km long section between Thurrock in Essex and Swanscombe in north Kent and including the 2.5km long twin bored Thames Tunnel with cut and cover at each end has been awarded to the Hochtief/J Murphy & Sons Joint Venture for an approximate contract value of £130m.  

Four further contracts, totally £400m were awarded on 19th February 2001, bringing the total value of contracts awarded for Section 2 to £800m.  

Contract 220 for the 7.5km long section between the London West Portal at King's Cross and Stratford with twin bored tunnels and intermediate ventilation shafts has been awarded to the Nishimatsu/Cementation/Skanska Joint Venture for an approximate contract value of £145m.

Contract 240 for the construction of the 4.7km section between the 'Stratford Box' and Barrington Road with twin bored tunnels and intermediate ventilation shafts has been awarded to the Costain/Skanska/Bachy Soletanche Joint Venture for 

an approximate contract value of £120m.

Contract 250 for the construction of the 5.8km section between Barrington Road and Ripple Lane, including 5.2km long twin bored tunnels, a ventilation shaft and 600m of cut and cover and retained cut, has been awarded to the Edmund Nuttall/Wayss & Freytag/Kier Joint Venture for an approximate contract value of £115M.

All four contracts are due to start on site this summer.

Section 1 of the CTRL is now estimated to be 57% completed.

GOSSIP

In November last year the President of the Institution of Civil Engineers, Professor George Fleming, presented Hadyn Davies with the annual Coopers Hill Memorial medal and certificate for his paper on the design and construction of the Jubilee Line Extension tunnels. 
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Hadyn receiving his award form Professor George Fleming

The paper was published in the November 1999 edition of the ICE Proceedings which covered the construction of the Jubilee Line Extension.

Geoff Bateman, Divisional Director, is leaving Haswell to join Hyder in Sydney, Australia for a minimum of 2 years with the possibility of permanent residence.

FUTURE MEETINGS

We apologise for omitting the 19th April meeting from the January 2001 Newsletter. This will be the Harding Prize presentations, see below. 

10th April 2001 
Views from the Sites with Teesside Local Association. The meeting will be held in Stockton-on-Tees. Details from the Secretary.

19th April 2001

Harding Prize

A meeting when younger engineers present papers. See Harding Prize below.

17th May 2001

ADECO approach to the design and construction of tunnels. Giovanna Cassani (Rocksoil Milano)

21st June 2001

Debate ''This House believes that Trenchless Technology is always economic in Urban  Areas'' 

A circular will be sent out with T&TI with details of the proposers and seconders, and further details of the debate. 

 
Members please prepare your contribution from the floor.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Details of the levels of the subscriptions were given in the January Newsletter. You should by now have received notification of your subscription, which were due to go out, a little late, in early March 

Please pay your subscription promptly to avoid receiving a reminder and having your T&TI cancelled.

TUNNELS & TUNNELLING INTERNATIONAL

A few more members have responded to the request for the date that copies of T&TI are received overseas. The conclusion is that overseas members, from Europe to Australia and New Zealand receive their copies within two weeks of those in the UK. For a quicker delivery they would have to go by airmail at a considerable increase in postage and an increase in subscriptions. 

The January and the February issues of T&TI were sent out late for technical reasons, but it is hoped that the schedule will be improved during the coming months.

INTERNATIONAL TUNNELLING ASSOCIATION

The 27th ITA Annual General Assembly will take place in Milan, Italy, from 10th to 13th June 2001 in conjunction with a conference and exhibition organised by the Societa Italiana Gallerie and the Swiss Tunnelling Society.

The ITA General Assembly will take place in two halves. The first session on Sunday morning 10th June and the second session on Wednesday morning 13th June. The Working Groups will meet on the Sunday morning, after the General Assembly, and in the afternoon. 

More details of the Conference can be found on the website www.aites-ita2001.org. The organisers are  MGR Sol Divisione Congress, Via G Ripamonti 129, I-21041 Milan. Tel 39-02 566011, Fax 39-0256609045, e-mail aites-ita2001@mgr.it, or from the ITA or World Tunnelling websites.

It is hoped that the Society will be well represented at the Conference. The opening ceremony is on Monday morning 11th June and the Conference ends with the Gala Dinner on Wednesday evening 13th June.

All the Working Groups will be meeting on the Sunday. The present Working Groups cover:

Research


Contractual Practices


Subsurface use


Health & Safety


Maintenance and Repair


Immersed and Floating Tunnels


Shotcrete


Direct and Indirect Advantages


      of Underground Structures


Mechanised Tunnelling


Environment


Quality


Long and Deep Tunnels


Training

Please will members who plan to attend the Conference and who would like to attend one of the Working Group meetings contact Martin Knights e-mail martin.knights@halliburton.com
Members who wish to become Corporate or Individual Affiliates of the ITA should also contact Martin Knights. Membership includes quarterly copies of the Tunnelling and Underground Space Technology Journal.

A full report of the ITA meeting will be given in the July Newsletter

Immediately following the Conference in Milan, there is a two day Conference in Paris on Urban Road Tunnels on 14th and 15th June, as part of the IRF Road World Congress, with participation from PIARC and the ITA.

HARDING PRIZE

The Newsletter has gone to press before the Harding Prize papers were due to be submitted. However, it was understood that at least three papers were expected.

The Harding Prize is held every other year. The written papers and the presentation on the evening, 19th April, are judged before announcing the winner at the end of the evening. 

Please support the evening.

ANNUAL DINNER

Application forms for the Annual Dinner, at the Brewery, Chiswell Street on Friday 11th May 2001, have already been distributed. Please apply for your tables and tickets without delay.

TRAINING and COURSES

The circulars for the five day, two module comprehensive course to be held at the Royal Holloway College, Egham from 25th to 29th June 2001, were circulated in March. 

The Course will cover a broad range of tunnel design, construction and Health & Safety topics. With the large increase in tunnelling in London for Section 2 of the CTRL starting in the Summer, this is an ideal time for your staff to have more training. Please register early to ensure your place on the course.

HEALTH & SAFETY 

Following concerns expressed by the Society's Compressed Air Working Group at the lack of appropriate self rescuers for use in compressed air, The Defence Evaluation and Research Agency, DERA, working under an HSE research contract has just produced a prototype self rescuer for use in compressed air tunnels at pressures up to 3.5 bar. 

The prototype is based upon a modification of a hitherto unknown American compressed oxygen self rescuer. The modification involves the use of nitrox - an oxygen nitrogen mix - as the breathing gas and adjustments to the pipework in the equipment to ensure predetermined gas flows - depending upon the tunnel pressure.

The equipment is now ready to go for underground trials and CE marking. Unfortunately as the market for such devices is small the feasibility of moving from prototype to commercial production will have to be explored further.

LOBBY GROUP

The BTS Website  ''britishtunnelling.org'' is proving to be a continuing success with an average of 1,800 ''hits'' every week. We are considering adding a ''noticeboard'' facility whereby anyone accessing the website may enter a notice on the ''noticeboard'' for others to note, or if it is a question, volunteers to answer. As always we will have to consider the cost before adding this facility for our members and for members of the general public.

The number of Corporate Links on the website has now increased. This is a free service to our Corporate Members providing a forum for advertising their individual websites.

An agreement has now been ratified with Rodney Craig Associates Limited to carry out researching British Tunnelling projects and putting technical information into our tunnel database. It is intended that once there is sufficient data entered the information will be available via the ICE secure website as access will involve a nominal charge. Work had now commenced on the database.

UNDERGROUND CONSTRUCTION 2001

18th to 20th September 2001

The planning for Underground Construction 2001 is now well advanced and the final circular should now be with you. The Conference and Exhibition is being held at the new ExCel Centre in Docklands, a new and exciting facility. 

The Conference covers tunnels and underground space, pipe jacking, piling and foundations. The large numbers of papers submitted, twice the number for the recent conferences, means that this will be a very successful conference. 

Following the official opening of the Conference, by a Government Minister, The Sir Julius Wernher Memorial Lecture will be given by Sr Luis Eduardo Cortes, the Vice President of the Madrid Government. Sr Cortes, an engineer by profession, was previously head of the Madrid Metro.

The September BTS Meeting will take place at 4pm on Tuesday 18th September, the first day of the Conference, and will be a 'Focus on Channel Tunnel Rail Link.' The meeting will be followed by a (free!) reception in the Exhibition  Hall.

The Conference Dinner will be held on the Wednesday evening on a boat travelling down the River Thames

The exhibition space is going well with some 70% already taken up. The majority of the exhibitors at the present time are international firms. Contact Brintex about exhibition space. E-mail d.palfreman@hemming-group.co.uk
The organisers hope that the attendance at the conference will be the highest since the 1991 Conference when we hosted the ITA Annual General Meeting. Details of the conference  are available on the World Tunnelling  website, www.worldtunnelling.com, where the abstracts of the papers can be viewed. Monthly hits on the abstracts have been 10,000, which shows the interest in the Conference

CONFERENCES
Engineering and Health in Compressed Air Conference is being held at St Catherine's College Oxford from 25th to 27th September 2002.  Although abstracts for papers were due to be submitted by 28th February 2001, the editor believes that there is still time to submit abstracts, if you are quick. E-mail rachel.coninx@ice.org.uk 
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