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�
INTRODUCTION





This Newsletter is the first of the Millennium and we wish all the British and International tunnelling industry a prosperous, innovative and challenging new Millennium. 





We have seen a dramatic increase in tunnelling over the last fifty years in the UK and Internationally for roads, railways, metros, water and sewer tunnels, and for other underground uses. This has provided the platform for many innovations and dramatic improvements in Health & Safety in tunnelling. 





The British tunnel engineers have worked worldwide for clients, consultants, contractors and manufacturers





The challenge in the next decade is for more innovative methods of design and construction, and particularly to further improvements in the safety record in tunnelling worldwide.





The application form for new Members provides a statement about the Society and at the beginning of a new Millennium it is appropriate to restate the Society’s aims.





The British Tunnelling Society is a Learned Society whose aim is to advance knowledge in the art and science of tunnelling, including the creation and use of underground space. Practically this aim is achieved by fostering understanding, experience and research in tunnelling.





In furtherance of this aim the BTS:





Maintains liaison with Central Government and continues to stress the very real advantages to the nation of the more extensive use of underground space. It maintains liaisons with tunnelling organisations throughout the world, many being national government agencies.





Is the best source of current information and the most informed single body on tunnelling matters in cooperation with the journal T&TI available to the industry today.





Collaborates closely with appropriate Government departments and other organisations concerned with tunnelling plans, activities, safety, research and developments.





In the Newsletter you will see several of the ways in which the Society’s plans to further these aims during the next two years.





Members have received their BTS diary earlier this year, in October. In previous years the insert to the diary had to await the AGM, in late October, and the election of the new Committee, which delayed the issue. The inserts with details of the Committee etc. will be forwarded shortly to members.





The Committee is again very grateful to AMEC for organising the printing and distribution and to the sponsors and advertisers for their support which cover all the costs of the publication.  








GOSSIP COLUMN





The editor is always short of information on the movement of BTS Members. Please drop him an e-mail if you are on the move or have some local gossip. Rodneycraig@compuserve.com





Peter Murphy has now moved from Hong Kong to Taipei. His new e-mail is pmurphy@thsrc.com.tw





David Wallis has returned to the CTRL in preparation for the restart of the Northern Tunnel Contracts. E-mail dxwallis@ctrl.co.uk





The breakthrough for the Ramsgate Road Tunnel was on 22nd September 1999


 

















ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING





The Annual General meeting of the Society was held on 21st October 1999 and was well attended.





Three members retired from the Committee at the AGM and their contribution over the last three years was gratefully acknowledged





	Alan Finch - Mott MacDonald


	Bob Ibell - Taylor Woodrow


	Alan Myers - Rail Link Engineers  





Three new members were elected to the Committee:





David Court - Edmund Nuttall


Peter Jewell - Brown & Root


Tony Umney - Maunsell





Eric Snowdon in his last duty as Chairman warmly welcomed Mrs Madeline Clark and her daughter Alison to make the presentation of the James Clark Medal to Colin Mackenzie.





In his citation Eric Snowdon mentioned that Colin had worked initially in 1961 with Mitchell Construction in Scotland  on hard rock tunnelling and shaft sinking, before joining John Mowlem, in 1964, on the Victoria Line and then on the East Greenwich Relief Sewer where he was introduced to the Thanet Sands. 





After a period in the office he was appointed Deputy Agent, in 1972, and later Agent on the Piccadilly Line Extension into Heathrow. He was then appointed, in 1975, Tunnelling Contracts Manager in the North East of England. 





After three years he returned to the Head Office as Chief Engineer of Mowlem Tunnelling and was appointed, in 1981, a Director of Mowlem Civil Engineering.





In 1985 Colin joined AMEC Civil Engineering as Regional Director for tunnelling, where he has built up an impressive tunnelling team. His most recent appointment has been Project Director for the Jubilee Line Contract 102 and has seen the successful completion of Westminster and Waterloo Stations and associated running tunnels. 





Colin is renown for his in depth knowledge of tunnelling and his determination to see the work carried out in a proper manner. He has led tunnelling innovations wherever he has worked, and the industry is indebted to him. He has particularly been interested in the development of safe working practices and procedures in the workplace.





Colin has achieved the status of a well respected technical expert in soft ground tunnelling techniques and has pioneered the philosophy and practice of open book partnering in the UK. Eric Snowdon ended by saying that Colin was a most worthy recipient of the James Clark Medal.   





At the end of the AGM Eric Snowdon handed over the Chair to David Wallis, the newly elected Chairman for the next two years. 








YOUR NEW COMMITTEE





The list of Chair persons of the BTS Sub - Committees is as follows;





Chairman		David Wallis


Vice Chairman		Peter South


Past Chairman		Eric Snowdon


Papers & Meeting	Helen Nattrass


Training & Education	Peter Jewell


Awards			Jack Knight


Health & Safety	Donald Lamont 


Technical		Chris Smith


Tunnelling Lobby	Hadyn Davies


T&TI Advisory Board	Myles O’Reilly


ITA			Martin Knights


Annual Dinner		John Scholey





Contact can be made with the Chairperson of any of the Sub-Committees through the secretary of the BTS, at the Institution of Civil Engineers. (see header)





The BTS is a member of The Ground Forum at which the Chairpersons of most ground related bodies meet to co-ordinate activities.





Other Members are:





AGS, 	Association of Geotechnical & Geoenvironmental Specialists


BDA,	British Drilling Association


BGS,	British Geotechnical Society


FPS,	Federation of Piling Specialist


Geol Soc, Engineering group of the Geological Society


ICE	Ground Board


IMM	Institution of Mining & Metallurgy





The Ground Forum is also a Member of 


CIC, the Construction Industry Council, 


which amongst many other things


maintains close contact with Government.





David Wallis has recently been nominated  


to serve on the Innovation and Research


Committee  





	


FUTURE MEETINGS  





20th January 2000	Elbe Tunnel





Martin  Herrenknecht (Herrenknecht International Ltd)





17th February 2000	Debate


			


‘Partnering has not achieved the promised benefit to date’


	


Proposed: 	Bob Ibell  and Alan Myers





Opposers:	Hadyn Davies and  Mike Attridge





16th March 2000	Jubilee Line – London Bridge,


	Waterloo Stations





	Peter South (AMEC), David Sharrock (Taylor Woodrow), Steve Parker (Balfour Beatty), and John Wallis (Taylor Woodrow)	





20th March	Views from the Site


		Meeting in Cardiff





			Newport Tunnel


	Details to be announced.			


13th April 2000	Tunnelling Experience in Scotland


	


Introduced by David Donaldson, (Donaldson Associates) 





18th May 2000	Hastings Tunnels


	


	(Introduced by Southern Water, Miller and Haswell)





15th June 2000		Harding Lecture





‘Our Century of Tunnelling and where we go now’


	


	Presented by Dr J.R.J.King








SUBSCRIPTIONS 2000





You will be receiving notification shortly for your subscription for 2000. You will be pleased to know that the Committee has been able to keep the subscription at the same level, at £40, for the year 2000. However, there will be an increase in 2001. 





Members receive copies of Tunnels & Tunnelling International whose normal subscription cost is £65. You are getting an excellent deal!   





Members are reminded that it is likely that they can recover tax on the cost of membership from the Inland Revenue. 





The BTS has a policy of reducing administrative costs whenever possible, which of course helps to keep your subscription down, and encourages members to pay their subscription by Direct Debit.  





There is a policy that all new members of the Society have to pay by direct debit for their first or second and subsequent years subscription, depending upon when they join. The Committee hopes that all members will consider paying their subscription by direct debit to reduce costs.








TRAINING and COURSES





In 2000 the Society plans to run two courses. The dates will be settled and details announced early in the new year, but at present time it is expected that the "Health and Safety in Tunnelling" course will be held in June or early July, and the "Tunnel Construction & Design" course will be held during September.





The Tunnel Construction & Design course will build upon the successful five day course held for the first time in September 1999, and will take into account the feedback from those delegates who attended. 





The courses will continue to provide two modules, one aimed more at construction site requirements and the other more at design techniques, with the options of being able to attend either or both modules. 





The Health & Safety course will probably be a two day course, as before, and will be brought up to date to reflect revisions to BS6164, the importance of occupational health, the HAVS situation and other recent H&S related developments.





The Training & Education Sub-Committee also covers the Society's role in the encouragement of appropriate training for everyone involved in the UK tunnelling industry. 





Effective training at all levels is vital to the continuation and development of the industry. During the next few months the Sub-Committee intends to identify all the relevant training initiatives currently provided by contractors, clients and consultants, as well as external training bodies, with a view to seeing how training requirements can be best served, A status and development report will be issued. 


		


If your organisation is engaged in tunnelling training, brief details would be very welcome; please send these to the BTS Training & Education Sub-Committee chairman atPeter.Jewell@Halliburton.com








ANNUAL DINNER





The Millennium Annual Dinner will be held on Friday 5th May 2000, at the Brewery in the City of London, the venue for the last few years. The reception will be at 7.00pm with the call for Dinner at 7.30pm. There will be incidental music and a bar to 1am.


The insert for applications will be issued with the February issue of T&TI. Early application for tickets is recommended as the numbers will be limited.














INTERNATIONAL TUNNELLING ASSOCIATION





Martin Knights, with the support of Brown & Root, has agreed to be the BTS Representative for the International Association and will be at the next Annual General Assembly in Durban, South Africa, from 13th to 18th May 2000.





The Society gives their sincere thanks to Peter Murphy, with the support of Mott MacDonald, for all his efforts over the last few years attending the Annual meetings and organising the BTS representatives on the Working Groups. We hope to still see him at the ITA meetings.





The April Newsletter will cover in more detail the Durban meeting and the BTS Representatives on the various Working Groups.








TUNNELLING CONSTRUCTION and  PILING 1999





The attendance at the Conference was lower than for previous conferences, which probably reflects the state of the industry in the UK. However, the exhibition was a success.





Copies of the volume of papers presented at the Conference are available from the Telford Bookshop, at the Institution, for £70








MODEL SPECIFICATION FOR TUNNELLING





The second edition of the Specification is now being finalised. There has been very little feedback from members, but some amendments will be made and at least one new section added. 





The second edition will be available in April 2000.








TUNNEL LINING DESIGN GUIDE





The Technical sub-committee is progressing well with the Design Guide and the initial draft will be completed by Spring 2000. However, there is a long way still to go before publication.





The Design Guide was the brain child of your new Chairman, David Wallis, and it WILL be published in late summer 2001, in time for the Underground Construction 2001 Conference, in September 2001, and the end of David’s term of office in October 2001.











TUNNELLING LOBBY GROUP





A colour brochure promoting the BTS has been produced and has been distributed to approximately 500 potential clients including Principal Engineers of all the UK Borough Councils. The brochure was also distributed at the Tunnelling Construction and Piling 1999 Exhibition by courtesy of the Tunnels & Tunnelling International stand.





The creation of a database of completed tunnel projects is the next objective of the Lobby Group. The database is intended to provide engineers with useful as-built information on, inter alia, geology, dimensions of the tunnel, location, and any data of special interest. 





The Society feels that this information is currently difficult to obtain and in many cases lost and wish to prevent this loss of information in the future. 





The setting up of a data base will take an appreciable number of manhours and the Society is currently not able to fund this work. It is intended that the database will be available to all engineers via the Institution of Civil Engineers and therefore an application has been made to the Institution requesting a grant to make a start on creating the database. 








BTS LIAISON WITH OTHER TUNNELLING ORGANISATIONS





A large number of BTS members are working in Hong Kong and in Singapore. 





BTS members assisted in the formation of the Singapore Tunnelling Society, which became a member of the International Tunnelling Association at the Oslo meeting in June 1999. 





We were very pleased to see Terry Hulme, from the Land Transport Authority, with Alan Finch, of Mott MacDonald, to discuss Singapore tunnels at the November  BTS  meeting.





A large number of BTS members are in Hong Kong and have been assisting in the inauguration of the Hong Kong Tunnelling Society, which was formed in September 1999, and its first meeting in October 1999. 





It is hoped that a BTS informal meeting on Hong Kong Tunnelling will be held in 2000/2001  








CONFERENCES





In the past issues of the Newsletter we have included a list of future Conferences. For this issue as space is limited and as most Conferences are included in Tunnells & Tunnelling International and in World Tunnelling we have omitted the list.�
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